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EPIDENDRUM BUENAVENTURAE F.Lehm. & Kraenzl. Engler Bot. Jahrb. 26: 470. 1899. 

Type: COLOMBIA: In silvis densis ad flu vium Rio Dagua, in ditione sil varum oppidi Buenaventura, 0-500 m, F. C. Lehmann 8313. 
Holotype: [] (destroyed). Lectotype (here designated): AMES 22583! Iso lectotypes: AMES 10328! AMES 10327 1 G! LI NY! W 6536 1 

Epidendrum nocturnum j acq. va ro panamense Schltr. Repert. Spec. Nov. Regni Veg. 13eih. 17: 36. 1922. Type: PANAMA: Gatun-See, 
ungefahr in Seeh6he, C. W. ¡'owell 35. Holotype B (destroyed). Lectotype: (CJesign ed by Ch ri stenson, 1991) AMES 23803! 

Iso lectotype: K! MO 955904! 

Hierba epífita o litófita, simpodial, cespitosa, 17-30 cm de alto incluyendo la inflorescencia. Raíces basales, ca rn osas, 0.7-2.5 mm de 
grosor. Tallos sencillos, tipo caña, lateralmente comprimidos, 8.0-22.0 x 0.2-0.45 cm . Hojas 3-7, distribuidas en la mitad apica l del 
ta llo, coriáceas; va ina foliar tubular, lateralmente comprimida, 1.5-2.0 cm de largo; lám ina elíptico lanceolada, bilobada, carina dorsal 
evidente, verde en el haz y rojo morado por el envés, 4.0-14.0 x 0.8-2.7 cm. Bráctea espatácea ausente. Inflorescencia apical, 
racemosa a pluriracemosa, produce una flor a la vez y florece durante varios años. Bráctea floral mucho más corta que el ova ri o, 
triangular, aguda, 3.5-6. 5 x 2.0-3.0 mm. Ovario terete, no inflado, no ornamentado, 35-5 0 x 1.2-1.5 mm. Flores una a la vez, si hay 
dos, prodUCidas de di fe rentes racimos, sucesivas, resupinadas, sépalos y pétalos café verdosos a ve rde amarillentos, labe lo y co lumna 
blanco, lóbu lo med io del labelo raramente con la mitad apicaf amarillo, 105 ca llos amarillos, fragancia ligera . Sépalos extend idos, 
angostam ente elíptico lanceolados, acuminados, con 9-nervaduras principales de las cuales se originas varias más dando la apariencia 
de tener 12 o más nervaduras, margen entero, revoluto, 25-46 x 1.8-3 mm. Pétalos extendidos, linear lanceolados, acum in ados, 5-
nervados con algunas nervaduras secundari as dando la apa ri encia de ser 7-9 nervados, margen entero, revoluto, 27-45 x 1.0-1.5 mm. 
labelo unido a la col umn a, tril obado, base cordada, margen entero, extendido, 20-40 x 10-15 mm; bicalloso, 105 ca llos laminares, 
prominentes, divergentes; unicarinado, la carina baja, la cual se prolonga hasta el ápice del lóbulo medio; lóbulos laterales ob licuos 
ovado triangulares, acu minados, agudos a redondeados con numerosas venas engrosadas cuando secos, 16-25 x 6-8 mm; lóbulo 
medio linear lanceolado, acuminacfo, 23-45 x 0.8-1.7 mm. Columna recta a arqueada, dilatada hacia el ápice, 9-17 x 2.5-3.8 mm . 
Clinandrio prominente, el margen dentado fimbri ado. Antera ovoidea, 4-locular. Polinios 4, obovoides, latera lmente comprim idos; 
caudículas suaves y granulosas, más largas que 105 polinios; viscidio semilíqu ido, transparente. Rostelo apica l, hendido. lóbulos 
laterales del estigma reducidos. Nectario penetrando 1/2 del ovari o, de lgado, liso. Cápsula elipsoide, pequeña; pedicelo de 10-15 x 
0.8-1 mm, cuerpo 18-30 x 5.0-11 mm , ocupa alrededor de 1/2 de la longitud total y se localiza en la mitad, cuel lo apica l 9.0-15 x 1.0-
1.7 mm. 

Epiphytic or lithophytic, sympodial, caespitose herb. Roots basal, fleshy, thick. Stems simple, cane- like, lateral ly compressed. leaves 3-
7, distributed throughout lhe apical half of the stem, coriaceous; sheath tubula r, latera lly compressed; blade el liptic- Ianceolate, 
bilobed, dorsally ca flnate, the upper si de green, the backside red-purple, about 5-6 times fonger lhan broad. Inflorescence apica l, 
racemose to pluriracemose, producing one flower at a time and during several yea rs. Floral bract much shorter than the ova ry, 
triangular, acute. Ovary terete, not inflated, smooth. Flowers one at a time, sometim es two from different raccmes, successive, 
resupinate, sepals and petals green ish-brown to ye llowish green, lip and co lumn white, the apica l half of the midlobe rarely ye llow, ca lli 
ye llow; with a slight fragrance. Sepals spreading, narrow ly elliptic-Ianceolate, acum inate, with 9 main vein s, some branched 50 as to 
appea r 12-veined, margin entire-revolu te. Petal.'; spread ing, linear-Ianceolate, acumi nate, 5-veined, time several secondary ve in s so as 
to appear 7-9-veined, margin entire, revo lute. lip united to the co lumn, 3- lobed, base cordate, margin entire, revolute; bicallose, lhe 
ca lli faminar, prominent, divergent, one-keeled, the keel low, prolonged to the apex of the midlobe; la tera l lobes oblique, ovate
triangular, acuminate, acute to rounded w ith numerous thicke ned velns; midlobe linear-Ianceolate, acumi nate. Column stra ight to 
arching, dilated towards the apex. Clinandrium-hood prominent, margin dentale-fimbriate. Anther ovoid, 4-celled. Pollin ia 4, 
obovate, lateral ly compressed; caudicles 50ft and granu lose, longer than the pollinia; viscidi um sem iliqu id , transparent. Rostellum 
apica l, slit. Nectary penetrating '/2 of the ovary, thln , smooth. Capsule el lipsoid, smal l, body occupying about half lhe length and 
located in tl)e middle. 

OTlfER SPEClMENS ANO RECORDS: See appendix. 

DISTRIBUTlON AND ECOlOGY: Ranging along the Pacific lowlands and coasta l mangrove from Mex ico (islhm us 01 Tehuante/Jec), 
Chiapas through Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama to Colombia, epipnytic or lilhophylic, usually at sea leve (on 
Rhyzophora) or near sea leve l, to 1420 m altitude. Flowerin g throughout the year. 

RECOGNITION: Epidendrum buenaventurae belongs to lhe Noctu rnum Group which is characterized by lhe sympodia l, caespitose 
plants, short, racemose or pluri-racemose inflorescence, without spalhaceous bracts, usua lly large, star-shajJed flowers, with similar 
sepals and petals, and the Nocturnum Subgroup w hich has cane-l ike stems, non-lhickened lowards the midd e, and usual ly successive 
fl owers; the flowers are mostl y indistingu iShable in shape. The species can be recognized by the lalerally compressed stems, leaves 
,..-_________________ _ --, green on lhe upper-side, purple on the back-side, sepa ls and petals green ish 

orown to ye llowlsh green, lip and co lumn while, lhe midlobe rarely wilh lhe 
apica l half ye llow, ca lli yellow; lip 3-lobed, the la teral lobes wilh numerous, 
thickened ve ins, short ovary (35-50 mm long), lhe body short, 20-30 mm long, 
about half as long as lhe ovary and in the middle. It is ve ry similar to 
Epidendrum nocturnum j acq. which is w idely distributed, and has tercte stems, 
the leaves green on bolh sides, and the body of th e capsu le occupying nearly 
the whole length of the ovary wh ich is 45-62 mm long. Epiáendrum 
angustilobum Fawc. & Rendle (syn: Epidcndrum latifolium (Llndl. ) Ga ray & 
Sweet) ranges wide ly in the Anti lfes, Colombia, Venezuela and the Guyanas, 
and is rare in Costa Rica and Panama, it has wide ly ancipitose stems, 
proportionately wide leaves (2-7 cm w ide), green co lored, and a long ova ry 
(120-200 mm) with the short body of the capsu le located aboye lhe middle. 
Epidendrum mesocarpllm Hágsater grows at higher elevations (900-2000 m 
allitude) in sou thern Mexico, Guatemala, El Sa lvador, Hond uras and 
Nicaragua, has widely ancipitose stems, dark green leaves, and a long ovary 
(120-1 60 mm), with lhe elongate body 01 lhe capsu le located sl ightly aboye 
the middle of lhe ova ry. Epicfendrllm campy/oglossllm P.Ortíz & Hágsater is 
endemic to the Pacific coast of Colombia near Buenaventu ra , has ancipitose 
slems, acute leaves, green on bolh sides, latera l lobes of the lip obovate, 
rounded and truncate, wilh the midlobe recurved in natu ral posi tion. 

CONSERVATION STATUS: DO. Data dcficient. 

ETYMOlOGY: In reference to the Colombian port cily of Buenaventura, near 
w hich the type was co llected. 
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